Pollen grains from the genus Ambrosia spp. (ragweed) are considered to be very potent aeroallergens. The threshold value for clinical symptoms for ragweed pollen grains for the majority of sensitised patients is below 20 grains/m 3 (Jäger, 2000; Taramaracaz et al., 2005) . Ambrosia pollen appears to induce asthma about twice as often as other pollen (Jäger, 2000; White and Bernstein, 2003) . Ambrosia is present in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary, which may serve as source areas for long range transport to Poland and maybe also Denmark (Smith et al., 2008). As such Ambrosia pollen grains reported in the Danish pollen and spore traps have mainly been ascribed to long distance transport. The growth season in Denmark has until now been considered to short for Ambrosia to flower and produce seeds. Ambrosia seeds have been found in significant quantities in imported bird seed in Denmark. Despite the limited growth season, Ambrosia is therefore found every year in urban areas such as gardens. However, with the climate changes observed over the last 20 years growth season for Ambrosia has most likely been extended. Furthermore, due to the urban heat island effect, the growth season in Copenhagen is likely to be extended compared to rural areas. It is therefore likely that Ambrosia has the potential to flower in Denmark, especially Copenhagen. This paper examines the hypothesis that Ambrosia artemisiifolia has established itself as a flowering species in Copenhagen. Ambrosia pollen data were collected by volumetric spore trap at Copenhagen (1979Copenhagen ( -2007 The combination of observations and model calculations support the hypothesis that Ambrosia is a systematically flowering species in Copenhagen. The main source to Ambrosia seeds is likely to be birdseed imported from countries such as Hungary. Whether Ambrosia has the potential to reproduce by seed in Denmark is not known. However, future climate projections for Denmark are similar to the current climate found in areas such as France and the Pannonian Plain. These areas are the most severe Ambrosia polluted
areas in Europe (Smith et al., 2008) . It is therefore very likely that Ambrosia in time will be able to reproduce in Denmark by seed. The establishment of ragweed as an aeroallergen in Denmark is likely to have a significant health impact by extending the pollen season with a very potent aeroallergen.
